
 

 

Director of the Terezín Initiative Institute dismissed after nine years 

Press release (9.7.2021, Prague) 

 

For twenty years, the non-profit organization Institute of the Terezín Initiative (ITI) has been 

creating a unique database of 175,000 Czechoslovak Holocaust victims. In addition, IT organizes 

a well-known annual nationwide event – the Public Reading of the Holocaust Victims` Names – 

Yom Ha-Shoa. This event was probably the reason for the dismissal of director Tereza Štěpková. 

The Board of Directors removed her from day to day without giving a valid reason. The chairman 

of the board, Pavel Štingl, appointed a lawyer, Martin Thiel, to replace her. ITI staff fear that the 

victims' database and other projects will be suspended or cancelled. 

 

Tereza Štěpková has been working at the ITI for 20 years, she has been leading the organization 

since 2012, and as she told news server Romea.cz, "I have continued and developed the 

organization's tradition, and at the same time I have developed it into unique projects that are 

receiving positive evaluations both domestically and internationally. I have created a team of 

experts - historians and educators - who offer specific educational programs, professional 

information materials and commemorative events in the Czech Republic," Štěpková added, 

noting that the Public Reading of the Holocaust Victims` Names – Yom Ha-Shoa, has spread to 

nearly 30 cities in the 16 years of its existence. The database of victims contains tens of 

thousands of personal details of people from the Jewish and Roma communities. The web 

database www.holocaust.cz has a broad reception by the lay and professional audience in the 

Czech Republic and  is used as a material source by teachers, historians and other experts. This 

database is also well known and respected on the international level.  

 

"I have absolutely no idea what will happen to the database and our projects. We have been 

living in uncertainty since last year because the board members have completely changed twice. 

The chairman of the board, Pavel Štingl from the Bubny Memorial of Silence, has been in office 

since October, and in all that time he has not even been properly acquainted with what we are 

doing. At the June 30, 2021 board meeting, the director, Tereza Stepkova, was removed 

effective immediately. No reasons were given for her dismissal, but it can be speculated that the 

previous board of directors had a problem with the reading of the names of the Roma victims at 

the 16th annual public nationwide commemoration of Yom Ha-Shoah; the chairman was against 

the reading of the names of the Roma victims, saying that only Jewish names should be read. All 

of us at the ITI are convinced that it is good to honour the memory of everyone without 

distinction," says Aneta Plzáková, the database administrator. 

 

"The efforts of the new leadership of the Terezín Initiative and the Institute it founded to 

thematically narrow the organization's mission toward a conservative conception of the Holocaust 

and the division of Jewish and Romani victims are incompatible with my attitudes and values, 

according to which I led the organization for nine years," Štěpková said. 

 



 

 

All ITI staff have thrown their weight behind the dismissed director and are demanding that the 

Board reconsider its decision and call for a competitive tender. "The new director, Martin Thiel, 

started on 1 July and immediately took a two-week leave. None of us know what his intentions 

are. It is now very difficult to explain to our partner organisations in the Czech Republic and 

abroad what is going on. We have developed educational projects for schools and other activities, 

and now we have no guarantee what form the projects will take," says Marie Smutná. 

 

 

Historian Michal Frankl was at the origin of the database now managed by the ITI and has long 

been active in the Holocaust research. Since 2019, he has been leading an international team 

supported by the European Research Council and is the Czech national coordinator of the 

European Holocaust Research Infrastructure (EHRI). "In the context of the rapid change in the 

leadership of the ITI, I have strong concerns about our further cooperation and, in particular, the 

possibility of using and further developing the victims' database and digitised documents. It is 

not just the question of access to these data sources, which are  without any doubt vital for 

research, education and commemoration purposes and for survivors and their families. I consider 

it both crucial and very difficult to preserve this unique competence which - as I know from my 

own long experience - cannot be created overnight," says Michal Frankl. 
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